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A Message From The Editor ...

The ACO’s 70th anniversary has 
pride of place in this edition – 
and with good reason. It’s an 
amazing milestone for the Air 
Cadets and adult volunteers and 
cadets throughout the country will 
remember the anniversary events 
of 2011 for years to come.

As well as the celebrations, 2011 also 
brings new challenges. Faced with 
tighter budgets, Headquarters Air 
Cadets has to find ways of carrying out 
cadet activities ever more efficiently 
and get used to being supported by a 
RAF which will be smaller and occupy 
fewer bases. Commandant, Air Cdre 
Barbara Cooper, believes we can still be 
very positive about the future of  
the ACO.

Elsewhere in the magazine, we go 
behind the scenes at annual camp and 
take a sneaky peek inside one camp 
commandant’s diary; there’s news on 
the latest Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
training programme and look out for 
the very special prize for one lucky 
cadet attending the Royal International 
Air Tattoo this summer.

Carol McCombe 
Editor, AIR CADET
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70 Years - And Still Going Strong 
More than 500 members of the ATC gathered at the 
Central Church of the RAF St Clement Danes  
in Strand, London, for the launch event of the ATC’s  
70th anniversary year.

CORps CELEbRaTEs 
HIsTORIC aNNIvERsaRy

Cadets and staff were joined by Chief of the 
Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Dalton, 
Commandant Air Cadets, Air Cdre Barbara 
Cooper, top senior serving members of the 
RAF and numerous guests for the service of 
thanksgiving and dedication. 

The central event during the service was the 
dedication of a new ATC Banner by Corps 
Chaplain, the Reverend Alan Barrett BA. After 
its blessing in the presence of ACM Dalton, 
the new banner was presented to an official 
banner party, which was led proudly by cadets 
from 97 (Croydon) Sqn. 

Cdt FS Zakir Suleman carried the banner and 
was escorted throughout by Cdt Cpls Salia 
Suleman and Romisha Shah. 

Speaking after the event, Air Cdre Barbara 
Cooper felt that the service had provided a 
strong start to such an important year. She 
said: “This event was a magnificent start to the 
ATC’s 70th anniversary. It was an enormous 
honour to receive Her Majesty’s new banner 
from Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal 
Dalton. 

“The high number of senior serving RAF 
officers present demonstrates how important 
and valued we are by our parent service. My 
congratulations and thanks go out to all of 
those involved in this special occasion.” 

During the service cadets from 50F (Lambeth) 
Sqn sang a moving piece of spiritual music. 
Cadets Billie Lorentson, Khadija-Taj O’Connor 
Parris, Bailul Solomon, Kanesha Wright and 
Topaz Wisdom performed admirably in front of 
the large audience. 

Prayers were led throughout by the Rev Roy 
Muttram, Central & East Region Chaplain and 
supported by cadets from Hertfordshire & 
Buckinghamshire Wing, with the Sermon given 
by The Venerable (AVM) Ray Pentland, Chaplain 
in Chief of the RAF.

Lessons were also read by the current holders 
of the Dacre Brooch and Dacre Sword, Plt 
Off Abi Bagshaw and Civilian Instructor Glyn 
Owens. 

Plt Off Bagshaw spoke of her delight after the 
service. She said: “It was fantastic to be asked 
to read at such a prestigious event. There were 
so many cadets who were just as enthusiastic 
about the ATC as I was at the same age, which 
is great to see.” 

Civilian Instructor Owens echoed Abi’s 
comments, saying: “To be part of the 70th 
anniversary celebrations was a true honour 
and great privilege. The atmosphere and mood 
was superb and I am sure that the service will 
be in the minds of all for many years to come.”

To end the day, a 500-strong parade was held 
through the streets of London - led by the 
band of 2433 (Ramsgate) Sqn. Music for the 
service was provided by an ensemble from 
Headquarters Air Cadets Music Services.

“The spirit and 
enthusiasm 

of our young 
people remains 

unchanged.”

Images: Philip Jones
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WARWICksHIRE & BIRmIngHAm WIng

More than 300 cadets from squadrons within 
Warwickshire & Birmingham Wing took part in 
a parade through Daventry to mark the 70th 
Anniversary of the formation of the Air Cadets. 

Led by the joint band of 497 (Daventry) & 1289 
(Stratford-Upon-Avon) Sqns, cadets marched 
through Daventry to the Holy Cross Church 
where a service was conducted by the Wing 
Padre, the Reverend Brian Castle.

At the reception held after the parade in the 
Daventry Ex-Services Club, the Deputy Wg 
Cdr, Sqn Ldr Martin Harrison said: “The parade 
was a huge success. It was good to see so 
many cadets and staff from all over the Wing 
on parade who had given up their valuable 
Sunday to support what is undoubtedly one 
of the most important occasions in the Corps’ 
70th Anniversary year. 

“I am also grateful to the VIPs who supported 
us and it is encouraging to know that the Wing 
receives support from such a wide range of 
influential people. In this our 70th Anniversary 
year we can all look back at how the uniforms 
and objectives of the Air Cadets have changed 
significantly since 1941, but we can rest 
assured that the spirit and enthusiasm of our 
young people remains unchanged.” 

BEDFORDsHIRE & CAmBRIDgEsHIRE WIng

Some 200 cadets from Bedfordshire and 
Cambridgeshire Wing’s Western Sector 
gathered for their annual Air Cadets 
Sunday Parade, which also marked the 70th 
anniversary of the formation of the Air Cadets. 

After forming up in Bedford town centre, the 
parade, hosted by 134 (Bedford) Sqn and 
led by the 2484 (Bassingbourn) Sqn band, 
marched through Bedford Town Centre to 
St Paul’s Church whilst proud family and 
members of the public looked on. 

During the service, the new Bedford squadron 
banner was dedicated and presented to 
14-year-old Cdt Cpl Luke Denham. After the 
service, there was a march past, with the 
salute being taken by OC Bedfordshire & 
Cambridgeshire Wing, Wg Cdr Paul Bower and 
the Mayor Bedford, Cllr David Hodgson.

Cdt Sgt Tiffany Cotton of 22 (Sandy) Sqn, said: 
“It was really good to march through Bedford 
with so many people stopping to watch. Also 
getting to speak to the mayor during the 
inspection added to this special day”. 

Plt Off Andrew Kyprianou added: “All of the 
cadets involved were a credit to the Corps and 
this parade was a great example of modern 
youth celebrating traditional standards.”

Cadets and staff from the eight squadrons 
that form the Northern Sector of the Wing 
paraded in the town of March, led by the 
band of 1220 (March) Sqn. Northern Sector 
Commander, Sqn Ldr Tony Bartlett was the 
Parade Commander for the 164 cadets that 
marched through the town and formed up on 
the market square, before marching to Church. 
Once on the town square the reviewing officer, 
Gp Capt Bea Walcott, Station Commander for 
RAF Brampton, Wyton and Henlow, took the 
general salute, as a Grob Tutor flew overhead. 

Following an inspection of the parade there 
was a drumhead ceremony during which the 
chaplain for 1220 Sqn, Reverend Anthony 
Chandler, blessed a new and laid up the old 
banners for 1220 (March) Sqn. 

Finally, the parade marched to St Peter’s church 
with their new banner where cadets renewed 
their air cadet promise. Cdt Cpl Beccy Best, 
said: “This was the best Air Cadets Sunday that 
I have been on.”

Cadets from 104 (City of Cambridge) Sqn 
joined fellow cadets from across east 
Cambridgeshire to celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of the Air Cadets at the Imperial 
War Museum Duxford.
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Cadets and staff 
throughout the United 
Kingdom have come 
out in force to help the 
Air Cadets celebrate 
its historic 70th 
anniversary. 
As members of the Air Cadets 
joined high-profile RAF officers in 
helping kick-off Air Cadet 70th with 
a poignant service at st Clement 
Danes Church, London, hundreds 
of squadrons helped play their part 
throughout the rest of the country. 

Each parade held helped mark the 
70th anniversary of the Air Council’s 
decision to form the Air Cadets 
from the Air Defence Cadet Corps, 
which led to the Royal Warrant being 
granted by His majesty king george 
VI on 5 February 1941. 

since its inception 70 years ago, 
members of the Air Cadets have 
come out in force to celebrate this 
historic day, with parades and events 
taking place on ‘Air Cadets sunday’ 
each year. 

Here’s a round-up of some of the 
events that took place on Air Cadets 
sunday this year ...

More than 30 cadets from the squadron, led 
by the squadron’s band, helped form a parade 
before a short service was held in the new 
airspace hangar. Wing Staff Officer, Sqn Ldr 
Tim Brain, took the salute and both parade 
and service were watched by proud parents 
and relatives. Cdt FS Jemma Hubbard said “It 
was a very proud moment to be part of these 
celebrations to mark the 70th anniversary of 
the Corps.”

sOuTH AnD WEsT YORksHIRE WIng

More than 450 cadets and staff from all over 
South Yorkshire gathered in Doncaster to 
celebrate the 70 years since the formation of 
the Air Cadets.

The Parade was led by the cadet band from 
366 (King Ecgberts) Sqn of South and West 
Yorkshire Wing, followed by the Wing Standard 
and several squadron standards. The parade 
was attended by the the Lord Lieutenant 
of South Yorkshire, David Moody, as well as 
several local Mayors.

After parading through the town centre, the 
cadets entered Doncaster Minster, for a special 
service to mark the 70 years of the Air Cadets. 
This was followed by a final parade in the 
Minster grounds. Sqn Ldr Barry French, Parade 
Commander, said: “The cadets and uniformed 
staff who paraded are a credit to themselves, 
their squadrons and the Corps. It was very 
satisfying to see everyone working so well 
together to make it a memorable occasion.”

HAmpsHIRE AnD IsLE OF WIgHT WIng

Some 200 cadets and staff from all corners of 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight gathered at 
Southwick Park, formally HMS Dryad, near 
Portsmouth to celebrate the 70th anniversary. 

They marched through the park for a church 
service conducted by The Reverend Bernard 
Clarke RN who entertained the cadets with 

tales of his time on aircraft carriers and their 
hosting of RAF Harrier squadrons.  After the 
service the cadets reformed and marched 
passed Gp Capt McLean, OC the Defence 
School of Personnel Administration. 

With the parade dismissed, the cadets and staff 
then had an opportunity to visit the war rooms 
used by General Eisenhower and his staff in the 
planning of the D Day landings in Normandy 
in 1944. 

The rooms, now part of the officers’ mess on 
the base, include the original massive map of 
southern England and Wales and the northern 
coast of France detailing the plans. 

The event was organised by Sqn Ldr 
Brian Swan who said: “It was an excellent 
opportunity to bring so many cadets together 
at such an historic location to allow them to 
celebrate in such a fantastic way.”

2359 (WOOLTOn) sqn & mERsEYsIDE WIng

Thirty-five cadets from 2359 (Woolton) Sqn 
attended a parade in Liverpool City Centre, 
along with cadets from 29 other squadrons 
from across the Merseyside area.

Air Cadets Sunday is celebrated each year 
by cadets from Woolton Sqn and this year’s 
special milestone consisted of a formal 
parade down Duke Street and into Liverpool’s 
Anglican Cathedral, where banners from all 
30 squadrons were displayed. The service 
included speeches and readings from cadets 
and Padres based in the Merseyside area. 

The service concluded with the cadets 
renewing their promise before being dismissed 
to march out past the inspecting officers 
and dignified guests. Cdt FS Greg Jennings 
said: “It was great to attend the service and 
celebrate the 70th anniversary of such a great 
organisation.”

DORsET AnD WILTsHIRE WIng

Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for Dorset, Mrs 
Anthony Pitt-Rivers, took the salute when 
more than 150 cadets and staff from all 13 Air 
Cadets squadrons in Dorset paraded through 
Weymouth.

The Mayor of Weymouth and Portland 
Borough, Councillor Paul Kimber, and the 
Town Mayor of Portland, Cllr David Thurston, 
were both in attendance, together with the OC 
Dorset/Wilts Wing, Wg Cdr Philip Cubitt, and 
representatives of other youth organisations.

But special guests were several former cadets 
– all now in their eighties – who attended the 
parade and service after an appeal for original 
cadets was broadcast in the local media. Ted 
Smith, one of the veterans, said: “We were all 
very impressed with how smart and courteous 
the cadets were – they are a credit to the Air 
Cadets.”

Leading the parade was 1606 (Weymouth) Sqn 
which can trace its origins back to 1941 when it 

was originally formed as Weymouth Grammar 
School Sqn. In addition to the parade, the 
celebrations also included a special service at 
Holy Trinity Church, followed by a reception at 
the Cadet Centre on Barrack Road.

Cllr Paul Kimber, said he was delighted to 
attend the anniversary parade. “The Air 
Cadets is a fine organisation and should 
be congratulated on 70 years of giving 
thousands of young people many wonderful 
opportunities and experiences that provide 
them with many life skills and good spirit for 
their futures.”

CEnTRAL AnD EAsT YORksHIRE WIng

Seven hundred cadets and staff from Central 
and East Yorkshire Wing marched through the 
centre of York for a service in York Minster to 
celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Corps.

As the parade, made up of three formations 
of some 200 cadets, each led by an air cadet 
band, marched past the Mansion House, the 
salute was taken by Lord Crathorne, the Lord 
Lieutenant of North Yorkshire and the Lord 
Mayor of York, Councillor Susan Galloway. 

Also present, was Cllr Richard Watson, the 
Sheriff of York , Grahame Maxwell, the Chief 
Constable of North Yorkshire Police and Gp 
Capt John Middleton, the head of the ACO in 
the North of England. 

The cadets, from all 28 squadrons in the Wing, 
were led by the Massed Bands of Central and 
East Yorkshire Wingand the bands from 110 
(City of York) and 1224 (Wharfedale) Sqns.

Sqn Ldr Brian Mennell, parade organiser, 
said: “This was a fantastic event and quite a 
spectacular sight. It was the biggest parade we 
have ever organised in this area and is a fitting 
start to our 70th celebrations.”

107 (ABERDEEn) sqn

Cadets and staff from 107 (Aberdeen) Sqn 
marked the 70th anniversary of the formation 
of the Air Cadets by taking tea and biscuits with 
members of the local branch of RAFA, including 
Victoria Cross recipient, John Cruickshank.

The aim of the day was to let the cadets talk 
to ex-serving personnel and learn about their 
experiences within the RAF and equally for 
the ex –serving personnel to understand more 
about the Cadets’ experiences within the 
Corps.

During the afternoon, Air Cdre Reg Whittaker 
presented the squadron with a model of an 
RAF Tornado which will be used as a trophy in 
future squadron presentation evenings.

Fg Off Gregory Sinclair, OC 107 (Aberdeen) 
Sqn, said: “The event was a resounding success. 
The cadets and staff had a great time talking 
to ex-RAF personnel sharing stories of past 
experiences in the Service.” 



Pioneer RAF Crews On 
Intelligence Aircraft
Members of the RAF’s 51 Squadron are 
nearing the end of training with the US Air 
Force on the Rivet Joint aircraft, designed 
for airborne intelligence gathering.

Up to four UK crews will deploy from 
this summer with their US colleagues 
on combined operations worldwide, 
including Afghanistan. Pilots, navigators 
and electronic warfare officers in addition 
to intelligence operators and airborne 
maintenance technicians are amongst 
those being trained on the aircraft at 
Offutt Air Base, Nebraska. 

This co-manning arrangement gives the 
UK access to this highly effective means 

of gathering intelligence – 
replacing that provided 

by the UK’s Nimrod R1, 
which retired last 

month.

Cadets  
Step Up

Cadets from 
1070 (Diss) 

Sqn were put 
through their paces 

during a 24-hour 
drill marathon to raise 

money for squadron funds.

Twenty-five members of the squadron 
collectively marched 72 miles at their 
Sunnyside headquarters for the marathon 
fundraising event. Two groups of cadets 
and staff took it in turns to do an hour 
of drill at a time for the event which has, 
so far, raised £870. Wing Drill Instructors, 
Sgts Mark Powley and Mark Wright, were 
also on hand to give orders and provide a 
master class in advanced drill sequences 
for the cadets. 

Flt Lt Emma Dixon, OC 1070 Sqn, said: 
“People always think that the cadets don’t 
enjoy drill but, on the contrary, they love 
it! They really love working as one unit 
and when everything is step perfect there 
is a great sense of achievement.”

The money raised by the drill marathon 
will be used to fund the unit’s adventure 
training.

Image: EDP

His Royal Highness the  
Duke of Gloucester has 
officially opened the new 
home of cadets and staff 
from 291 (Westminster & 
Chelsea) Sqn.
The Duke, a keen supporter of both youth 
development and volunteering, was invited 
to formally open the squadron’s new home in 
Rochester Row, Chelsea. 

On arrival, he was met by Brigadier paul 
Orchard Lisle, the Deputy Lieutenant of 
Westminster and WO Roland mackenzie, who 
runs the successful squadron.

His Royal Highness inspected the guard of 
Honour before signing the squadron guest 
book. He then inspected the whole squadron 
– an impressive 70 young people - before 
presenting a number of trophies.

These included the trophy for best male 
cadet which was awarded to 17-year-old 
shaheed miah, best female cadet to Evelyn 
minango, 15, and best overall cadet to 
16-year-old sean kelly.

Cdt Zoemarie Cummings, 16, then presented 
His Royal Highness with an engraved 
squadron plaque to thank him for his visit.

After the formal presentation, the Duke 
joined the cadets in their Drill Hall for an 

informal meeting with the instructors and 
cadets, where he was shown an impressive 
pictorial review of some of the activities 
undertaken by cadets in the past 12 months.

Finally, His Royal Highness formally 
opened the squadron, unveiling a special 
commemorative plaque on the wall to mark 
the occasion. 

In his address to the invited audience that 
included Commandant Air Cadets, Air Cdre 
Barbara Cooper and Councillor nigel Betts 
from the London Borough of Bexley,  The 
Duke highlighted the importance of the new 
premises and that they would provide the 
basis for the training given which will be 
important to the cadets during their whole 
lives. 

The importance of stability for the cadets’ 
training was echoed by Wg Cdr sylvie silver, 
OC London Wing, who said: “The squadron 
has had four homes in as many years which 
has been a real challenge. to the cadets’ 
training environment. I am delighted that the 
squadron has found such a wonderful home 
to settle into.”

Afterwards, WO mackenzie addressed the 
cadets, saying: “Congratulations to you all 
on a wonderful evening. His Royal Highness 
was very impressed by your turnout, your 
dedication and your commitment to be good 
citizens in our community. Well done!”

Royal Seal Of Approval
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Scottish cadet pipers and 
drummers – all members of the 
Cadet Pipe Band – have been 
praised for their dedication and 
talent by the President of the RAF 
Pipe Band Association, Air Cdre 
Harry Atkinson.
Air Cdre Atkinson, who is Air Officer scotland, 
visited the cadets during a piping and 
drumming training weekend held recently at 
RAF Leuchars, where he is currently serving 
as station Commander. 

met by the Chairman of the Cadet piping and 
Drumming Committee, Wg Cdr Colin mcCrae 
and Cadet pipe major, Cpl greg Harley, Air 

Cdre Atkinson had the opportunity to watch 
the cadets rehearse and took time to chat to 
the cadets about their training.

The band – which played at a host of 
prestigious events last year, including 
performing in front of Her majesty the 
queen at Balmoral Castle – has a full list 
of engagements this year. They have been 
invited to play at Wing parades in Aberdeen, 
Edinburgh, glasgow and Dundee as well as 
Beating Retreats in Dingwall, Inverness and 
glasgow later this year.

After listening to a mini-band of four pipers 
and two drummers, followed by a solo set 
played by Cpl Harley, Air Cdre Atkinson 
addressed the band saying “how impressed 
he was by the dedication and talent 
displayed by the cadets” and he went on to 
wish them well for what he said  
would undoubtedly be a very 

bright future.

BAGS OF TALENT
Target Holland 

The Thames Valley Wing Marching 
Team is stepping up its training with 
the aim of being selected for the world 
famous Nijmegen Marches held in 
Holland each July.

The team has much to live up to as they 
are past multiple winners of the Jon 
Ford Trophy for being the best Air Cadet 
team in the Marches as well as having a 
reputation for marching at a strong pace, 
beating many regular service teams 
along the way!

The 30-strong team, led by road 
marching veteran Flt Lt Karl Kisley, 
started the build up with a short 10-mile 
march around the countryside and hills 
to the north of Abingdon. 

This has steadily built over the months 
to 12, 18 and then 22 miles as team 
prepare for the two-day, 50 mile RAF 
qualifying march held next month at 
RAF Cosford.

Cdt Sgt Exelby of 2121 (Abingdon) Sqn 
said: “The training gets you to work as 
a team, knowing each other’s strengths 
and weaknesses so you can help when 
it comes to doing the 100 miles in four 
days.” 

Flt Lt Kisley, explains: “It is all about hard 
work, commitment, dedication and lots 
of blisters! The training has to be tough. 
You’ve got to do the miles to get fit and 
qualify for the event - when you get to 
Holland it is all worthwhile.”

Cadets Honoured By County

Cadets from 866 (Immingham) 
Sqn have been recognised for their 
‘exceptional voluntary service’ in 
helping to improve the lives of others 
locally.

The cadets are runners-up in the 
Children and Young Volunteers category 
of the North East Lincolnshire Volunteer 
Awards and were presented with a 
certificate at a special awards ceremony 
held at Grimsby Town Hall.. 

Volunteers and their guests packed the 
hall in the presence of the two local MPs 
Austin Mitchell and Martin Vickers who 
gave out the awards.

“Having this new, purpose designed facility 
will be a huge improvement ...”

 
 

Based in Dijon, France, the Breitling Jet Team’s only UK 
appearance this year will be at the Royal International 
Air Tattoo in July – and that will be fantastic news for 
one lucky air cadet. 
The team, which was founded in 2003, comprises seven,  
colourful, tandem-seat Aero L-39 Albatross jets flown  
by civilian pilots. Look out for the next issue of 
Air Cadet for details of a unique prize with 
the Breitling Jet Team. To find out more 
about the team, visit www.breitling-jet-
team.com 

Up CLOSE ANd pErSONAL
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The Air Cadet Organisation has 
reinforced its commitment to keep 
children safe with the introduction 
of specialist Child Protection 
Co-ordinators within every ATC 
Wing across the country.
Commandant Air Cadets, Air Cdre Barbara 
Cooper, has endorsed the scheme which 
should see the specially-trained officers from 
the ACO’s existing pool of volunteers in post 

by next month, ready 
to support the work 
of the Hq Air Cadets’ 
Child protection 
Officer mr mal 
Davidson (pictured)
who was appointed 
three years ago.

Air Cdre Cooper 
said: “The safety and 
personal well-being of 
all our cadets has always 

been the organisation’s number one priority. 

The introduction of designated Child 
protection Co-ordinators within each 
Wing is the next, logical step in enhancing 
our existing strict policy, procedures and 
guidance for always ensuring the safety of 
children in the Air Cadet Organisation.”

Each of the volunteer officers has already 
undertaken a child protection awareness 
training course, specially tailored to the 
needs of the ACO and delivered to nationally 
recognised standards by a professional 
trainer, under the auspices of the award-
winning charity, kidscape.

Through this bespoke, face to face learning 
from experienced professionals, the new 
WCpCs now have a better understanding 
of what safeguarding is about and the 
processes involved in child protection.

mr Davidson said: “The new Wing Child 
protection Co-ordinators will act as the local 
focal point for all matters relating to the 
welfare and protection of cadets and will be 
available to visit squadrons, offering advice 
and support, where needed. 

“The Air Cadet Organisation remains true to 
its aims of fostering the spirit of adventure 
and developing qualities of leadership and 
good citizenship in cadets whilst always 
remembering that the welfare of the child is 
paramount.”

“The safety and well-being  
of cadets is our number  

one priority ...”

ACO AT ThE FOrEFrONT 
OF ChiLd prOTECTiON

Volunteers Step Up To New Role

significant savings will have to be found 
starting next month and plans are already 
in hand to identify the least painful way of 
achieving savings, while minimising the 
impact on cadets. 

news of immediate savings measures – that 
are likely to last for at least the next three 
years – will be announced as soon as they are 
available.

meanwhile, work has begun to look at a 
review of the ACO to be able to absorb the 
savings in the longer term and make the 
Organisation and its administration much 
slicker and user-friendly for hard working 
squadrons. It is an exciting time for the 
Organisation, which has already been busy 
developing a number of options.

Following a wide consultation of volunteers, 
cadets and permanent staff in which 
many individuals wrote with their ideas 
and thoughts for restructuring, a two-
day workshop was held at RAF Cranwell, 
Lincolnshire at the end of January to 
formulate and discuss options.

The workshop was opened by the 
Commandant Air Cdre Barbara Cooper 
and led by gp Capt John Lawlor with 19 
individuals representing each area of  
the ACO. 

Air Cdre Cooper said: “The key issue with 
all of this is one of transparency - we are 
working hard to produce a better ACO and I 
have looked at all of the ideas for efficiencies 
that have been submitted. 

“There were some fantastically well thought 
through concepts and I would like to 
thank everyone for their involvement and 
continued support. At the end of the day we 
are all striving for one thing and that is to 
make a better, more streamlined, effective 
ACO that better supports the cadets and 
volunteers.” 

gp Capt Lawlor said: “The seminar focused 
on what organisational structure is needed to 
support activity at squadron level. We looked 
at transactional progresses and routine work 
and a vast array of possibilities. 

“Of course, we sought views from across the 
ACO in the months leading up 

to the workshop but after much debate and 
critical analysis we came up with a number of 
coherent options which will now be explored 
with a view to making an announcement 
later in the summer.

“There is clearly a good deal more work to be 
done to evaluate the proposals and it must all 
be staffed correctly with our parent service 
the RAF and the relevant trade unions, 
however, this is an exciting time and we are 
most grateful for everyone’s input so far. 

“We know that there will be much debate 
whilst this process is on-going but we ask 
for patience to allow the Restructuring Team 
time to do its job.”

The ACO expects its new structure to be in 
place by 2014/15 with it looking at further 
development for 2020. gp Capt Lawlor said: 
“Along with all other government funded 
bodies we are having to make changes but 
we are being as proactive about this exercise 
as possible and intend to build a better 
Organisation. 

“In all of this, one of our key aims is to 
maintain open communication lines with 
individuals at squadron, wing, region and 
at HqAC – listening to our cadets, adult 
volunteers and to our permanent staff at all 
levels and forging out an improved model for 
our future. 

“It takes diligence and stamina from all 
involved but we are determined and positive 
in our outlook.”

Emails on this subject to Denise on hdcc@atc.
raf.mod.uk marked Better Future. Please keep 
your emails to less than 150 words.

Magic Flight For Cadet

There are not many 15-year-olds who will 
experience a low level military helicopter flight 
sitting on the edge of the tail ramp, but for one 
Air Cadet the dream became a reality when he 
flew in a RAF Merlin belonging to 28 Squadron. 

Cdt Sgt Jonathan Bell, 134 (Bedford) Sqn’s 
Cadet of the Year in 2010, was rewarded 
with a flight in recognition of his efforts and 
achievements on the unit during the year. The 
sortie from RAF Benson in Oxfordshire lasted 
for more than three hours and the highlight for 
Jonathan, wearing a safety harness, was being 
allowed to sit on the edge of the tail ramp of 
the aircraft for 30 minutes whilst it flew low 
and fast across the English countryside. 

Afterwards he said: “Today was a day I will 
never forget. I could say it was a once in a 
lifetime experience but I would like to do it 
again and again and the thought of this will 
inspire me to work harder in the future to 
achieve my goals in life.”

Fundraising Dinner

Northern Ireland Wing held a special 
fundraising dinner in The Hilton Hotel, 
Templepatrick to raise funds for its chosen 
charity this year - Northern Ireland 
Children’s Hospice. 

As well as celebrating 70 years of the 
Corps, the dinner raised more than 
£3,500 for the charity.

L-R: Laura Thompson from NI Children’s Hospice, 
Sqn Ldr Tony Young & 

Flt Lt Andrea Steed from NI Wing, 
Gillian Porter from UTV, 

Sqn Ldr Chris Hodges, 
Sqn Ldr Mike Miskimmin and 

Wg Cdr Tom Lyttle from NI Wing 

 
The Defence Youth Engagement Review, 
which started last Autumn, wants to hear 
from you.

The Review is looking at all aspects of the 
moD’s involvement with young people 
but at its core is a fundamental review 
of why the moD supports its four cadet 
programmes (ATC, CCF, sCC and ACF), 
the benefits which accrue from the cadet 
programmes and the effectiveness of the 
current arrangements for delivering the 
cadet programmes. The outcome of the 
Review could fundamentally change the 
nature and structure of the cadet forces 

in the uk, as well as the 
circumstances of volunteers.

An on-line survey has been arranged which 
all the adult volunteers of all four cadet 
forces are encouraged to complete - the 
more completions the better will be the 
data and the better the conclusions which 
can be drawn from it.

Brigadier James plastow, who’s leading 
the Review, says: The Cadet Force 
Adult Volunteers are key, as it is their 
commitment and effectiveness that is so 
important for the delivery of the cadet 
experience. 

“I am therefore very keen to understand 
what the Adult Volunteers think about their 

cadet force and in particular what 
ideas they may have for its improvement.”

Visit www.surveymonkey.com/s/CFAV_YER 
and have your say! 

Closing date is Friday 22nd April, good 
Friday. The RYE review is due to publish its 
final report in October 2011. 

Brigadier plastow added: “The survey is 
anonymous, but if you would be happy for 
us to get in touch should we need to clarify 
something you have said, then please 
enter a name and email address at the end.

“Thank you for your contribution and for 
your continued volunteering.”

Tornado Squadrons  
To Be Disbanded
The RAF’s Number 13 and 14 Tornado 
squadrons are to be disbanded and 
formally stood down on 1 June 2011, it 
has been announced.

The last government announced in 
December 2009 that the RAF would 
need to reduce the number of Tornado 
or Harrier squadrons, but left the detail 
of the reductions to the strategic 
Defence and security Review (sDsR). In 
the event the sDsR had to consider how 
best to make these reductions against 
the background of the fiscal situation. 

And as a result of this the RAF 
announced earlier this month that 
13 sqn, based at marham, and 14 
sqn, based at Lossiemouth, are to be 
disbanded.

These squadrons have been selected 
by the Air Force Board standing 
Committee, taking into account 
operational commitments and the 
relative seniority of the squadrons 
at each base. The squadrons will be 
formally stood down on 1 June. 

The RAF will retain five front line 
Tornado squadrons with a total fleet of 
136 gR4 aircraft.

aCO FaCEs NEW 
CHaLLENGE
Planning For A Better Future 
Like all organisations across Government, the Air Cadet 
Organisation has to take its share of the pain in the 
amount of public spending it receives in the future. 

hAVE YOUr SAY

KEEPING YOU INFORMED l KEEPING YOU INFORMED l KEEPING YOU INFORMED l KEEPING YOU INFORMED lKEEPING YOU INFORMED 
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Facing the double challenge 
of teamwork and leadership 
were some 25 CCF (RAF) 
cadets from nine schools 
who completed the first 
of the 2011 Eastern Area 
Leadership Training courses 
held recently at RAF 
Wittering.

The bespoke training course, 
designed to bolster and support 
leadership training back at 
individual sections, covers a 
wide range of subjects including 
the basics of leadership theory, 
planning, ground navigation, 
leadership at night and public 
speaking.

In all, more than 21 hours of 
training is delivered from Friday 
evening to sunday lunchtime. 
The training – a mixture of class-
based lectures and practical, 
hands-on tasks – is delivered 
by a committed team of 
experienced officers, supported 
by a CI as well as the Air Cadet 
Liaison team at RAF Wittering.

The cadets from Loughborough 
grammar school, uppingham 
school, kimbolton school, 
Trent College, Wellingborough 
school, nottingham High school, 
stamford Endowed schools, 
Ipswich school and priory 

Academy (Lincoln) all have the 
opportunity to progress on to 
the Level 2 and 3 courses later in 
the year.

OC EALTT, Flt Lt Dominic surry 
from Trent College CCF(RAF), 
who devised the course, said: 
“The courses were designed 
to start a leadership journey 
from an earlier age, as soon as a 
cadet is eligible to attend camp. 
The courses progressively build 
towards the Air Cadet Leadership 
Course and include additional 
time to train, to absorb and to 
practise.” 

Cadet Jamie Lord from priory 
Academy said: “This course was 
a fantastic introduction into 
leadership training and was well 
worth attending.” 

Cdt Jake Yeomans from 
uppingham school added: “It 
was a great experience. quite 
full-on, but it’s good how much 
they fit into such a short period 
of time.” 

In the future, the courses may 
count towards an ILm award in 
team leadership and discussions 
are underway to roll-out the 
courses nationwide. 

LEadING 
THE Way

13

Hannah’s 
Historic Flight

A Combined Cadet 
Force cadet has 
completed her 
first solo flight, 66 
years to the day 
since her late war 
hero grandfather 
completed his 
own. CWO Hannah 
Crompton, 17, took to 
the skies at RAF Topcliffe, 
North Yorkshire, after 
winning a flying scholarship last 
year. 

Amazingly, Hannah made family history with her first solo flight, 

as she took to the skies on the same day grandfather John 

Conway first flew solo at RAF Defford, Worcestershire – a station 

that has since closed down. 

CWO Crompton is now keen to use the memory of her late 

grandfather to lead her into a career as a top RAF pilot. 

she said: “my grandfather died when I was seven but he was the 

inspiration behind my wanting to be a pilot. It is incredible to 

think that I can fly solo around the north Yorkshire countryside 

but I can’t drive yet.”

Although British, John Conway was signed to the Royal 

Canadian Air Force (RCAF) and served with 408 (goose) 

squadron at Linton-on-Ouse, before later going on-to fly Halifax 

bombers during the second World War. 

Having made it to CWO at pocklington school CCF, Hull, Hannah 

feels she is in the best place to forge a career with the RAF and 

retrace her grandfather’s steps. 

she said: “The CCF teaches you to deal with lots of different 

situations and how to work well as a team. I hope it will make 

me good enough to become an RAF pilot when I am older.”

Service Recognised

Flt Lt Jackie Lawrence, OC 2248 (Rutland) Sqn and Oakham 

School’s Combined Cadet Force administrator has  

been rewarded for 25 years of ‘outstanding’ voluntary service  

with the RAF. 

Jackie Lawrence was presented with her Lord Lieutenant’s 

certificate by Dr Laurence Howard. 

The award, for ‘meritorious Voluntary service in the ATC giving 

outstanding service and devotion to duty’, was presented 
recently at a RAFA dinner. 

mrs Lawrence said: “I have 
completed 25 years’ voluntary 

service with the RAF 
working with the cadet 

forces, including my 
time with Oakham 
school. 

“During my time with 
the cadets I have run 
squadrons based in 

the north and south 
of the country.”

Caring cadets from Manchester 
raised nearly a quarter of a million 
pounds for the Poppy Appeal. 
The air, sea, and army cadets in Greater 
Manchester raised more than any other cadet 
force in the country gaining high praise from 
the Lord Lieutenant of Greater Manchester 
Colonel Warren J Smith.

At an awards ceremony in Oldham, Colonel 
Smith said of the cadets who raised some 
£123,447, an increase of 10% 

over the previous year: “Your efforts are a 
magnificent achievement considering the 
difficult financial climate that we in.” 

Two ATC cadets, Ashley Millward from 2200 
(Oldham) Sqn, and Sgt Jonathon Barker from 
Failsworth raised more than £6,000 between 
them. The Oldham squadron was the winning 
ATC unit, raising a tremendous £10,340.94, with 
1263 (Rochdale) Sqn in second place and 1940 
(Levenshulme) Sqn in third place.

All said they received a tremendous reaction 
and support from the public as they sold 
poppies and wreaths outside supermarkets 
and in the town centres. 

Greater Manchester County Manager for The 
Royal British Legion, Jeff Harrison, said: “We 
have 4,000 young cadets around the Greater 
Manchester area and I am extremely proud 
of their efforts to raise money for the Poppy 
Appeal. We have so many men and women 
currently serving abroad in Afghanistan and 
elsewhere. 

“The money raised by our young cadets helps 
them in their time of need - the efforts of the 
cadets are very much appreciated.”

CAdET rECOrd BrEAKErS

The RAF’s 2011 Photographic 
Competition has been announced 
and it is not just open to the RAF’s 
professional image makers; all 
members of the ACO can enter too. 

This year there is a class specifically open 
to cadets and adult members of the 

Organisation 

are eligible to enter the ‘Amateur military’ 
class. qualifying sports and video entries 
are also sought. Over the last few years 
winning pictures have covered flying, gliding, 
adventure training, shooting and ceremonial 
duties. There are valuable prizes on offer as 
well as a high profile awards ceremony at the 
historic RAF Club in central London. 

All photographs entered into the competition 
must have been taken during the period 1 
August 2010 to 31 July 2011. photographs 
taken before or after this period are not 
eligible. All entries are to arrive at Hq Air 
Command by no later than 23 August 11. 

For full details, terms and conditions, 
including sample model release forms, see 
the Rules in the Defence Instructions (DIn) on 
the ACO website. 

ACO photographer and previous winner, 
philip Jones, said: “Remember we have 
a whole heap of exciting and often 
unique activities to cover so there is lots 
of opportunity for stunning images. get 
snapping and who knows, it could be you at 
the RAF Club next October.”

Entry is limited to digital files, so now is the 
time to get snapping. Whatever kind of ACO 
activity you are doing, take a camera with 
you. photo guidance can be found in ACp 50 
or from your Wing media Communications 
Officer.

Stars And Stripes
Cdt FS Ryan Sharples from 134 (Bedford) 
Sqn has been selected to participate 
in this year’s International Air Cadet 
Exchange and jets off to America in July.

As the Sqn’s highest ranking cadet, Ryan, 
16, applied for the scheme having been 
highly recommended by the unit’s staff 
team.

The exchange scheme, which began in 
1947, links the Air Cadet Organisation 
with the world. For 15 days every July 
and August, air cadets Air exchange with 
fellow cadets from countries across the 
globe. The exchange allows the cadets 
to experience each other’s cultures and 
to see how the other cadet organisations 
operate in many different countries. 

Ryan said: “I really didn’t expect to be 
selected it was such a great 
shock to learn that I had. 
I simply cannot wait 
to go on this once 
in a life time 
opportunity.”

On Target - 
Thanks To 
Trust

The Clay Target 
Team from 
Glasgow & West 
Scotland Wing has 
just received new 
equipment -courtesy 
of a grant from the RAF 
Charitable Trust.

The £5,000 grant was used to purchase 
two new electric target throwers, a 
manual paired target thrower and two 
new shotguns. The new equipment 
means the team can provide shooting for 
all cadets within the Wing at least once 
a year.

For Cdt Sgt John Barclay, 17, from 1740 
(Clydebank) Sqn, it was the first time 
trying out the new equipment. He said: 
“Having more than one type of target 
makes the shooting more challenging 
and exciting. The grant has been great 
news for the team.” 

Flt Lt Allan White, Development Officer 
for Clay Target Shooting added that it 
is hugely rewarding to see the team 
developing. 

“We have three qualified Corporate 
instructors involved in our Wing shooting 
and the additional equipment will 
not only allow them to provide the 
experience to more cadets in the Wing 
but it will also allow us to focus on the 
cadets with aptitude for the sport and 
bring them on further.”

discuss it with your OC RAF or Section officers.

an EALT course to find out more and then

Interested? Talk to cadets who have been on

iN FOCUS
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Mr Tait has given more than 36 
years’ service as a chaplain to 
the Air Cadets, and he retired 
last July as Corps Chaplain 
for the ACO after attending a 
ceremony to mark 150 years of 
the Organisation at Buckingham 
Palace. 

Mr Tait, 79, said: “I’m very happy 
to receive this in recognition 
of the value of the work being 
undertaken by the chaplaincy 
within the Air Cadets. It’s good to 
be acknowledged.”

He first became involved with 
the ATC after a stint on the Boys’ 
Brigade Council, becoming 
commanding officer of 2519 
(Strathmore) Sqn at Blairgowrie. 

He became the squadron padre in 
1974 – a post he still holds today 
- and was commissioned in the 

RAF Volunteer Reserve in 1977, 
retiring as Flt Lt 11 years later. He 
was appointed Wing Chaplain for 
Dundee & Central Scotland Wing 
in 1976 and became Scotland 
and Northern Ireland Regional 
Chaplain in 1996. 

He was appointed to the position 
of Corps Chaplain in 2002, the first 
Scot to hold this post, working 
with the six Regional Chaplains 
and overseeing the work of the 
700 clergy who serve squadrons 
over all the United Kingdom.

During his career he was awarded 
the Lord Lieutenant’s Certificate 
for Meritorious Service to ATC 
and the Defence Council Letter 
of Appreciation for services to 
Air Cadets. He was also a major 
contributor to a guide book for 
chaplains serving with the Corps. 
Flt Lt Michael Kay from 2519 
(Strathmore) Sqn said all the staff 
and cadets are delighted that 
their Padre has been honoured. 

He said: “I think it’s absolutely 
fantastic. He is our squadron 
padre and the cadets think he’s 
great. He has a great amount of 
knowledge, which only comes 
with his experience, and the 
cadets find him fascinating.”

Chaplain Honoured For 
His Work With The Corps
The Reverend Tom Tait was made an MBE in the New Year’s 
Honours List for his voluntary service to the ATC.

Cadets Win Uplifting Challenge

BLACKPOOL air cadets rose to a fundraising challenge – by 

travelling to the top of Blackpool Tower a massive 70 times.

The youngsters from 177 (Blackpool Airport) sqn have been 

rewarded with a national trophy for their ‘uplifting’ scheme to 

raise funds for the st Dunstan’s Cadet Challenge.

The cadets will be presented with the prestigious ‘go the 

Distance’ trophy at st Dunstan’s centre in Ovingdean, Brighton, 

following their triumph in the annual national cadet competition. 

This is the third year in a row that the Blackpool cadets have won 

the national challenge. The national charity supporting blind 

ex-service men and women invited cadets across the country to 

complete a half marathon in the most imaginative way possible.

The Blackpool cadets worked out that by walking from their 

squadron headquarters along the promenade and back, 

combined with riding up and down Blackpool Tower 70 times, 

they would be able to clock up a stomach churning 13.1 miles.

The st Dunstan’s charity was founded in 1915 by sir Arthur 

pearson in response to the horrific numbers of men returning 

from the trenches with damage to their sight.

The cadets decided to reflect the origins of the charity by 

marching blindfolded just like the soldiers being evacuated after 

gas attacks in World War One, before taking the lift – dozens of 

times – to the top of Blackpool Tower.

The sponsorship raised by cadets will help st Dunstan’s provide 

lifelong support and rehabilitation to blind ex-service men and 

women, enabling them to regain their independence, meet new 

challenges and achieve a better quality of life. 

On The Wild side
Nuneaton Air Cadets had some 
surprise guests walk, fly and 
slither into their headquarters as 
they came face to face with some 
unusual wildlife ... 
Thankfully the unusual visitors didn’t 
come alone and were escorted by geoff 
grewcock of the nuneaton & Warwickshire 
Wildlife sanctuary who had brought some 
of his animal friends along to meet the 
cadets. 

The cadets were introduced to the 
animals, including Roxy the fox and a boa 
constrictor, all of them rescued by geoff 
and his colleagues at the nuneaton & 
Warwickshire Wildlife sanctuary.
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Len Deighton was born in London in 1929. 
At the age of seventeen he became a 
photographer attached to the RAF special 
Investigations Branch. 

Following his discharge in 1949 he did a 
variety of jobs, including a railway clerk, a 
BOAC steward and a press photographer. 
In 1952 he won a scholarship to the Royal 
College of Art and later became a successful 
illustrator. His writing career began with 
THE IPCRESS FILE which was a spectacular 
success and was made into a classic film 
starring michael Caine. 

since then his work has gone from strength 
to strength, varying from espionage novels, 
featuring Bernard samson which film director 
quentin Tarantino has said he would love 
to make into a film, to his internationally 
acclaimed histories of World War II. 

In 2009 to commemorate Len Deighton’s 80th 
birthday, HarperCollins announced that it 
was publishing the author’s complete list of 
novels, beginning with BOMBER, Deighton’s 
classic masterpiece of war fiction, together 
with SS-GB, XPD and GOODBYE MICKEY 
MOUSE. 

A further four books, including the iconic THE 
IPCRESS FILE, followed. All feature brand new 
introductions by the author. 

Editorial Director, Chris smith, said: “Len 
Deighton rewrote the rule book of spy and 
thriller fiction with his ‘Harry palmer’ books 
in the sixties and ‘Bernard samson’ series 
in the eighties and nineties, and through a 
total of 28 novels has become the foremost 
chronicler of the world at war and during the 
Cold War that followed. no other writer has 
captured the feel of a time and a place like 
Deighton.” 

Cadet Cpl sarah norry and Cdt Tom Collins 
from 219 squadron that parented Len 
Deighton’s old unit, 1219 (sutton & Cheam) 
sqn, took a peek inside the Deighton  
dossier …

TODAY , CADETs FLY gROB TuTORs DuRIng 
THEIR AIR ExpERIEnCE FLIgHTs FROm OnE 
OF THE 12 sITEs AROunD THE COunTRY. 
WHAT TYpE OF AIRCRAFT DID YOu FLY AnD 
FROm WHICH AIRFIELDs?

My first flight was in a RAF communications 
aircraft, a DH Rapide. I flew from Croydon 
airport. As an ATC cadet I spent many weeks 
at RNAS Henstridge where I flew in DH Tiger 
Moths, DH Fox Moths and Stinson Reliants. 

From Bovingdon airfield I flew in USAAF C-47s. 
During my service as an RAF photographer, 
I flew in fighter version Mosquitos from 
Leconfield and in Avro Lancasters. 

Working as a BOAC flight attendant, I flew 
many thousands of miles in Lockheed 
Constellations. Researching books I flew 
backseat in Phantom F-4s with the USAF from 
Bentwaters. I also flew in Heinkel He 111 when 
it went to Germany for a museum. 

I enjoyed several transatlantic flights on 
Concorde and, on one flight from New York to 
London, I was allowed to remain on the flight 
deck for the entire journey.

WHAT DID YOu mOsT EnJOY mOsT  
DuRIng YOuR TImE In CADETs?

I liked it all. 1219 Squadron was a friendly 
squadron with dedicated officers. I especially 
liked target shooting and navigation 
instruction. I was good at drill and ended up a 
Flight Sergeant.

WHAT DID YOu LEAsT EnJOY  
ABOuT YOuR TImE In CADETs?

Physical training.

WHAT mOTIVATED YOu TO JOIn  
AIR CADETs WHEn YOu WERE YOungER? 

The war was being fought. I anticipated going 
into the RAF as aircrew. In fact I went into 
the RAF as a photographer and, although I 
was a conscript, I was permitted to enjoy the 
full training course. This was because I had 
qualified for the ATC Proficiency Badge.

HOW VALuABLE WERE THE skILLs YOu 
LEARnT DuRIng YOuR TImE In CADETs?

Very valuable. I improved my feeble grasp of 
mathematics and applied it to air navigation. 
I learned about meteorology and airfield 
procedure. I learned to drive a car. 

I handled many types of guns from Thompson 
sub-machine guns to pistols and rifles. My 
experience of cadet training courses made my 
transition to RAF life smooth and easy, and I 
learned how to get along with people. Taking 
orders and obeying them without argument 
is something of an art. So is giving orders and 
seeing that they are obeyed. 

When I became a film producer with a couple of 
hundred actors and technicians on my payroll 
I found it helpful to have once been in a service 
environment.

YOu ARE ALsO 
WELL knOWn FOR 
COOkERY WRITIng, 
HAVE YOu TRIED 
AnY OF THE 
mODERn 24 HOuR 
RATIOn pACks, 
AnD HOW WOuLD 
YOu RECOmmEnD 
CADETs LIVEn up 
THEIR RATIOns?

I have not been 
exposed to the 24 
hour ration packs.

 I would not advise the use of any herbs or 
spices; they amplify feelings of hunger. 

Soy, in liquid or solid form, is a good protein 
standby and in prolonged emergencies water is 
more essential than food.

WHAT DO YOu THInk THE HIsTORIAn OF 
THE FuTuRE WILL sAY ABOuT CuRREnT 
AVIATIOn TECHnOLOgY AnD TACTICs?

Future historians will probably be surprised at 
how long mankind depended upon the piston 
type internal combustion engine, and remark 
that the jet engine was equally crude, wasteful 
and inefficient. 

But for the time being we have nothing else.

HOW DIFFEREnT, DO YOu THInk, THE 
COmBAT AIRCRAFT OF THE FuTuRE WILL BE 
FROm THE AIRCRAFT OF TODAY?

Unmanned aircraft are not pilotless. The pilots 
of tomorrow are likely to stay on the ground 
while the machines they control do the flying.

The DeighTon
Dossier 

Celebrated spy-
thriller writer and 
military historian 
Len Deighton is the 
author of more than 
30 books of fiction 
and non-fiction – but 
he credits the Air 
Cadet Organisation with 
teaching him invaluable 
life skills, including 
maintaining control of  
a busy film set.

Image: Philip Jones



THREE AWARDS

Initial plans are for a Residential course to be 
based at a Regional Activity Centre  
where time would be spent on completing 
the Certificate and the reflective review, 
as well as setting aside time for the other 
activities available at the RAC’s such as 
the aerospace systems, command tasks, 
shooting, sports, inter-flight competitions.  

This will give cadets the potential of gaining 
three awards – completion of the  
Residential section of their DofE gold  
Award, the DofE Certificate in Team Leading 
and group management, and the ILm  
Level 2 Award in Team Leading – quite a 
package!  

not only that, but if they gain practical 
experience working on DofE at their 
squadrons, they can add the DofE Certificate 
in practical DofE Leadership to their  
portfolio.
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Nuneaton-
based Cdt 
FS Robert 

Allan was the first 
air cadet to receive the Institute of 
Leadership and Management Award in 
Team Leading. 

Eighteen-year-old Robert from 121 
(nuneaton) sqn was one of the 150 
cadets at the Cadet150 gold Residential 
at Dartmouth where the course was 
successfully piloted. 

sqn Ldr gerrish said of all the cadets 
who gained the ILm Award: “This is 
an excellent result. By working in 
partnership with CVqO, The Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award and ILm, we 
have been able to help these young 
people gain some real learning and 
valuable qualifications while laying the 
foundation for future leaders.” 

 
 
 
 

 
How do you enable more 
young people to do their 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
programme with Leaders 
that understand the DofE 
and who have themselves 
received high quality 
training? The answer, 
according to Sqn Ldr Helen 
Gerrish, the Corps DofE 
Development Officer, is to 
grow your own.

The DofE has introduced a new 
Leadership programme that can 
lead on to an ILm Award in Team 
Leading. 

The new programme, aimed at anyone 
over the age of 16, will be suitable 
for those that are either practising or 
aspiring Leaders and will give them the 
skills and knowledge to be a DofE Leader.

TRIED & TESTED

some 42 air cadets from 
across the uk are among 
more than a hundred army, 
sea and air cadets who are 
now receiving their ILm 
Awards in Team Leading.

They were among those 
who attended the Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Award gold Residential held at 
Britannia Royal naval College, Dartmouth last 
August as part of the Cadet150 Anniversary 
celebrations, where they successfully piloted 
the new DofE Leadership programme.

“The cadets had a fantastic experience with 
the leadership theory being put into practice 
with command tasks, power boating, low 
ropes courses and many more activities,” 
said Adrian Barker, the DofE’s uk Training 
manager.

TEAMWORK 

He added: “The pilot worked very well and 
the cadets went away with their Foundation 
Certificate in DofE Leadership and an ILm 
qualification which was supported by the 
Cadet Vocational qualification Organisation.”

The ILm course itself required three modules 
of the DofE modular Training Framework 
to be completed. These were Introduction 

to the DofE (IttDofE), Teamwork skills, and 
managing a DofE group. 

There was some pre-course work that had 
to be completed through on-line e-learning 
but the rest of the course was delivered in a 
residential setting. 

The training comprised a mixture of lectures, 
practical sessions, discussions and the 
completion of a short workbook. 

participants not only acquired the skills 
and knowledge required to lead a DofE 
group, (which they could then use for the 
volunteering section of their own DofE), but 
they also learnt the value of teamwork and 
how to apply this when leading groups.

MOVING FORWARD 

The CVqO has refined the course, based on 
the results of the pilot, and is now offering 
the “ILm Level 2 Award in Team Leading” to 
the Cadet movement in general.  It can be 
delivered to Adults (at a cost of £130) or to 
cadets (no charge).  

They will need to attend a course which will 
be known as “The Certificate in Team Leading 
and group management” and consists of the 
Teamwork skills and managing a DofE group 
modules, with the IttDofE as a prerequisite. 

Within 30 days of completing the course 
candidates must complete a reflective review, 
which will demonstrate that they understand 
the principles of Team Leading and group 
management they learned on the course.  

Registration with ILm is done through 
the CVqO, and initial enquiries should be 
directed to your Wing DofE Officer.

sqn Ldr gerrish is now looking at taking this 
forward and drawing up a template that 
can be used by Regions for a Residential 
opportunity for those cadets undertaking 
their gold Award.

groW
YoUr

oWn

Pitch invasion

Winner of the Winter 2010 issue Cadet  
Direct competition is Cdt Sam Johnson  

from 128 (Barrow) Squadron

COMPETITION

LEADING THE WAy

Cadet Direct, one of the leading UK suppliers of military clothing, 
footwear and equipment has teamed up with Air Cadet to run a special 
competition for readers of the magazine.

There is a brand new, one-man tent up for grabs this issue. simply answer the 
question below and then email your answer to competitions@cadetdirect.com 
to arrive no later than Friday, 29th April. 

The first correct entry drawn at random after that date will receive the prize, 
as detailed below.

question:

Which aerobatic display team is making its only UK appearance 
at the Royal International Air Tattoo this July?

snugpAk IOnOspHERE OnE-mAn TEnT

Featuring a similarly sleek profile to the stratosphere Bivi Tent but with a lot 
more space, the Ionosphere is a very impressive, compact, one-man tent. 
Built and designed for long term hard use and with its 5000mm pu Coated 
Fly it can handle large amounts of rain as well as surpasses many other tent 
manufacturers with a much less superior fabric. 

Features one entry point and many extras including internal mesh pockets, 
no-see-um-mesh, DAC Featherlite nsL TH72m Aluminium poles and fully 
taped seams, the inner is also useable as a stand alone shelter in warm 
environments. Also includes a small repair kit for repairs on the go. Colour: 
Olive green. size: 45 x 14 x 14cm packed. Weight: 1.52 kg.
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Former Tornado pilot Andy is confident that 
the rocket-powered Bloodhound SSC will 
smash his own 700mph record when the team 
launches its land speed bid in South Africa in 
two years’ time.

And backing the record bid are cadets from 
79 (Whitchurch) Sqn who have raised enough 
sponsorship to have the squadron name 
emblazoned on Bloodhound’s fin.

The idea was the brainchild of Cdt Cpl Sam 
Ellis who explained: “I was in a lesson about 
propulsion and discussing how the thrust from 
jet engines give an aircraft its speed.  It was 
mentioned that the Bloodhound SSC project 
involved building a car with a jet engine 
capable of doing 1,000mph.  It sounded just 
incredible!”

Flt Lt Patrick Collins, OC 79 Sqn, said: “Sam’s 
enthusiasm for this project has been infectious 
and it’s a credit to him that the cadets have 
raised the sponsor money and the squadron 
name will be displayed on the fin of this 
phenomenal car. 

“The project fits in well with the ethos of 
the Air Cadets ‘Venture Adventure’ and it 
raises many engineering challenges that 
will hopefully inspire cadets to take a closer 
interest in engineering and science.” 

The project is being led by Wg Cdr Green’s 
long-standing mentor, engineer Richard Noble, 
the brains behind his last successful record 
bid in 1997 and  brings together the UK’s top 
aerodynamic and aerospace experts.

The car is powered by a 
Eurojet EJ200 jet, used 
in the Typhoon, and 
a Falcon Project 
hybrid rocket, 
packing more 
than 133,000 
horse power. 
The Bloodhound 
project is 
pushing 
the limits of 
engineering to such 
an extent the team 
will be using a 1000 hp 
Formula 1 engine just to 
pump fuel to the main engines.

At the maximum design speed of 1050 mph, 
Bloodhound will be travelling faster than a 
bullet fired from a handgun and outpace any 
military fighter aircraft at low level.

Slow speed trials are expected to start 
in the UK next year as the build will take 
approximately 12 months to complete. The 
team aim to be on the Hakskeen Pan, Northern 
Cape in South Africa to begin high speed runs 
by summer 2012.

More than 4,000 UK schools have already 
signed up to the Bloodhound Education 
Programme, which is hoping to inspire the 
next generation of British scientists and 
engineering boffins.

Ultimate racing car
WORK building the 1,000 mph hyper-car that will blast 
RAF man Wg Cdr Andy Green to a new world land speed 
record has begun.

Cadets Impress

Kwasi Kwarteng, MP for Spelthorne, 
recently visited 862 (Sunbury) Sqn and 
expressed his admiration for the cadets’ 
‘enthusiasm and hard work’ and the 
‘dedication and professionalism’ of the 
unit’s adult volunteers. 

Mr Kwarteng was met by Civilian 
Instructor, Paul Humphreys, the Squadron’s 
Media & Communications Officer, and 
given a tour of the squadron so he could 
see first hand just some of the many 
activities cadets can get involved in.

He also spent some time chatting to the 
cadets and adult staff and even tried his 
hand at the flight simulator.

Mr Kwarteng said: “I was very impressed by 
the enthusiasm and hard work on display. 
My visit has helped me reflect on why this 
training is so useful: it encourages young 
people from different backgrounds to 
unite, improve teamwork and leadership 
skills, and build personal confidence.

“In doing so, cadets develop attributes 
that will stand them in good stead for 
the future. The squadron staff, who are 
volunteers, deserve enormous credit 
for this because their dedication and 
professionalism make it possible.”

Kwasi Kwarteng MP (centre) with Cdt Sgts Indy 
Matharu (left) and Joe McVey (right)

 
 

Since 1995 RAF Waddington in Lincolnshire has played 
host to the RAF’s largest airshow, with participants 
attending from over 25 countries and around 130,000 
visitors each year.  
RAF Waddington is home to the RAF’s fleet of E3D sentry, nimrod R1, 
sentinel R1 and the mq9 Reaper. All the types are part of the RAF’s 
Intelligence, surveillance, Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance fleet.  

Over the 2nd and 3rd July 2011 Waddington will again play host 
to the RAF’s only two-day airshow that will feature, amongst many 
others, the Red Arrows and the  united states Air Force Thunderbirds. 
An airshow spokesman said: “The Airshow aims to showcase the work 
of the RAF, at home and on operations throughout the world, as well 
as the close relationships we have with our allies.

“An important part of the RAF Family is of course the Air Cadet 
Organisation. The support of the 450-plus cadets and staff that work 
at the show over the weekend is immense and without their hard 
work we would not be able to put on a high quality and entertaining 
day out for all the family.” 

FLY WITH THE BLADES

In recognition of the support given by cadets and to mark the air 
cadets’ 70th anniversary year, the airshow organisers are offering one 
lucky cadet the chance to fly with the Blades Aerobatic Team. 

The team, made up of former RAF and Red Arrows pilots, have been 
dazzling audiences around the uk, Europe and middle-East over the 
last five years, with their high energy manoeuvres and formation 
aerobatics.  

For 2011 the team are once again working in support of the Royal Air 
Forces Association, who are also one of the beneficiaries of the RAF 
Waddington International Air show. There are also two Family tickets 
up for grabs for the main airshow days!

To win, answer the question 
below and then send your 
answer, together with your name, 
age, address and squadron to 
Blades Competition, media & 
Communications, HqAC, RAF 
Cranwell, sleaford, Lincs  
ng34 8HB.

Question:  
WHAT DOES ISTAR STAND FOR?

THE RULES:

l     The competition is open to all 
serving ATC cadets between the 
ages of 13 and 20. You must be fully 
enrolled and have your parents 
consent to fly. You must still be in 
cadet service on the date of the flight 
(30th June 2011).

l     Due to the type of manoeuvres 
you will fly and the limitations of the 

aircraft, you must be physically and medically fit, weigh less than 20 
stones and be no taller than 6’5”.

l     You must be available to attend RAF Waddington on the 30th June 
2011. The flight will take place on the Press Day of the Airshow. You must 
be happy for your picture to be used in the media.

l     All entries must be submitted by the 1st June 2011.

A CUT
ABoVe
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Snap Happy

Cdt Sgt Peter Reoch from 2497 (Cosford) Sqn is on cloud nine – 

after one of his photographs was selected as a prizewinner in a 

national competition.

peter’s photograph, showing a spitfire flying in formation with 

a Typhoon, was awarded second place in the under-16 category 

of the RAF museum competition run last year to mark the 70th 

anniversary of the Battle of Britain. peter’s image taken at 

Waddington Airshow and titled ‘70 years of Air power’ is currently 

on display at the RAF museum Hendon.

RadaR...
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Tin HATS And  
FOOTBAll BOOTS
The RAF Museum London has 
unveiled its latest display ‘Tin 
Hats and Football Boots’. 
This display explores the contribution 
made by Tottenham Hotspur and 
Arsenal Football Clubs to the RAF and 
Air Raid precautions during the second 
World War whilst examining how 

important regular competitive football was to 
the upkeep of the capital’s morale.

With the outbreak of the second World War, the world of football 
changed. Hostilities affected clubs in every league all over the 
country. The Football League was suspended and then re-instated 
in a new guise with many professional players joining the armed 
services and being called upon as ‘guest’ players by clubs near 
their billets.

north London rivals, Arsenal and Tottenham Hotspur found 
themselves sharing spurs’ ground at White Hart Lane; Arsenal’s 
Highbury ground having been requisitioned by the government 
as an ARp centre. 

not only did these two neighbouring giants have to work together 
to ensure that both teams catered for their fans but also that they 
did so through the provision of nail-biting and stimulating games, 
quite often without the key players or support staff who had been 
so central to each team’s success before the War. 

Ellen soall, Curator of the display, said: “It was only whilst 
conducting research into local history for a museum project that I 
realized how integral both clubs were to London’s war effort. 

“For 90 minutes both players and spectators could escape the 
horror of war and life would, for a brief period, assume an air of 
normality – all important for maintaining morale and a reminder 
of more peaceful times.” 

Entry to ‘Tin Hats and Football Boots’ is free of charge to visitors; as 
is entry to the Museum. It will be shown daily from 10am to 6pm until 
Monday 4th July in the Museum’s Historic Hangars.

Air Cadet has joined forces with 
the FLYER Professional Flight 
Training Exhibition to give 20 
lucky readers the chance to win 
pair of tickets to this exciting 
pilot career exhibition.

For anyone considering a career 
as a commercial pilot this is the 
place to be on saturday, 16 April 
at the sofitel, Terminal 5, London 
Heathrow. 

Leading flight training schools 
from across the uk and 
mainland Europe will be there 
to offer advice on a career on 
the flightdeck, as well as the 
opportunity to speak with 
pilots and former flight training 
students. 

British Airways, Flybe and 
Loganair will also be giving 
presentations on what they look 
for when recruiting new pilots 
and their career structure.

An exhibition spokesman 
said: “The exhibition brings 
together leading flight training 
organisations, flight training 
experts, aviation academies, 
universities and airlines, all 

under one roof, providing the 
perfect environment to discover 
if a career as an airline pilot is 
for you.” 

Full information on the 
exhibition can be found at www.
flyer.co.uk/exhibitions. Follow 
link from 2011 exhibitions.

To enter the competition all 
you have to do is answer the 
question below and email your 
answer including your contact 
details to competitions@
flyermag.co.uk no later than 
April 6th, 2011. put ATC 
competition in the subject bar. 

The first 20 correct entries 
selected at random will each win 
a pair of tickets.

The RAF’s legendary Red Arrows heads a list of spectacular aerobatic 
display teams preparing to take part in the world’s largest military 
airshow this summer.

They will join Team Viper, the Breitling Jet Team and the Breitling 
Wingwalkers in helping celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Royal 
International Air Tattoo at RAF Fairford in gloucestershire on July 
16-17. Enthusiasts in particular will be pleased to see Team Viper, 
who will be making their Air Tattoo debut in July. The team, flying 
supersonic Hawker Hunter jets, will fly as a five-ship formation for the 
first time this season.

Based in Dijon, France, the Breitling Jet Team’s only uk appearance 
this year will be at the Air Tattoo. The team, which was founded in 
2003, comprises seven L-39 Albatros Jets flown by civilian pilots. In 
addition to celebrating its 40th anniversary, this summer’s Air Tattoo 
will host a gathering of specially-decorated ‘Tiger’ aircraft from the 
nATO Tiger Association which marks its 50th anniversary in 2011. The 
‘operational’ spotlight sTAR 11 will focus on aircraft and equipment 
involved in the roles of strike and Reconnaissance.

Air Cadets 70th will be marked with a spectacular flypast of 11 aircraft 
from across the ages. present day cadets and octegenarians who were 
cadets in the 1940s will be there on the day. 

For more details, visit www.airtattoo.com or call 0800 107 1940. 
All tickets must be purchased in advance. All accompanied under- 
16s go free.

REDS TOP TATTOO DISPLAY TEAM LIST

CompeTiTion

quEsTIOn:

What fast jet was recently 

retired from service?

A) Harrier

B) Tornado



26  air cadet / spring 2011 2726  air cadet / spring 201126  air cadet / spring 2011 2727

This year RAF Akrotiri on the Mediterranean island 
of Cyprus will host four air cadet camps, three next 
month and one in October. Not surprisingly places 
on overseas camps are limited and competition is 
fierce. For those cadets lucky enough to travel 
overseas – the experience is always a highlight of 
their cadet career. But spare a thought for the 
hard-pressed camp commandant – is their time in 
the sun just as fulfilling?

Sqn Ldr Mike Wadsworth of North Region 
Headquarters was Camp Commandant for the ten-
day October Camp last year and, in his diary 
below, gives away the secrets of camp success. 

Day 1 - Departure 
Arrive at Uxbridge for an overnight stay in the 
transit block. 0500 and the alarm goes off. 
Quick shower, shave and off to Heathrow for 
the four and a half hour flight to Larnaca 
where the heat and humidity are wonderful. 

A smiling DACLO greets us and we are off 
to Akrotiri and a tour of the facilities and 
then to accommodation in the Sgts Mess, which 
is great. Top tip – never have the door open 
at night with the light on as all the wild life, 
and then some, will invade. Finally unpacked, 
beat out the cap which has not travelled well 
and iron a beige shirt. 

Day 2 - Exploration
Alarm set again for 0500. Dressed in my 
new to me beige uniform, work here starts 
early at 0645. MT and matrix tests completed 
we can now take possession of the CC

’,
s car. 

Then begins an exploration of the site. It
,
s 

not long before we are making contacts and 
sorting out accommodation for the incoming 
parties. Also checking out the recreational 
facilities - locate the go-kart track and 
two beaches on site. Final task of the day, 
draw the keys and set up the camp office 
and finally call it a day some 13 hours after 
starting. I hope they appreciate all this.

Day 3 - Many Hands 
Hit the ground running today. The Adj has 
been Camp Commandant in the UK several 
times and has got this fantastic programme 
designed to make life easy. It runs the 
finances, sorts out flight lists, room allocations, 
competitions - in fact, it

,
s so good I

,
m 

convinced it could even make the coffee! 

Everyone on the station is so welcoming 
and friendly. Everywhere I

,
ve been there has 

been a fantastic “can do” attitude. The only 
downside is that with current restrictions we 
probably won

,
t get to fly unless a really good 

opportunity presents itself. As this is the RAF 
I remain ever optimistic. Vehicle allocations are 
sorted out and the MT drivers and TG2 
project officer fly in on the trooper tonight. 
More hands will be good in the morning. 

Day 4 - They
,
re Here ... 

Well, Almost. 
Another day running around with the staff. 
Final preparation and then the airport run. 
Logoed polo shirt on, clipboard in hand and 
I’m ready for action. Coaches sorted. Finally 
the gaggle arrives. 

I can hear them before I see them. OC party 
reports that all present and correct except 
one who missed the bus. It later transpires that 
he thought there was only one two o’clock 
each day so went for the afternoon option ... 
wrong! 

Coaches loaded and on our way to Akrotiri. 
Into the JRM and all fed and watered, then 
off to the block. Bags unpacked, introductions, 
room allocations, then get the staff to the 
mess for a staff briefing. Finally into bed. Real 
work starts tomorrow!

Day 5 - So It Begins
At last, after months of anticipation, here we 
are raring to go. First breakfast run, first 
look at the environment, camp photograph 
and arrivals briefings. All the information was 
important and will make our stay safer, healthier 
and better. All are happy as we head for the 
swimming test, the first inter-flight competition. 

After lunch the first visit to the beach for 
the cadets as the staff toil away with various 
duties which continue long into the night. 

Day 6 - We Broke One 
The first day of activities on the camp with 
Force Development Team. Lots of teambuilding, 
walking blindfold, crossing shark-infested custard 
etc. I go to morning briefing with the station 
execs and thank them for all the support. 
Fantastic day going so well, until we broke 
one. A minor incident with a Landrover wheel 
and a foot. 

Nothing too serious but requires medical 
treatment, so taken to the med centre. 
On the way, cadet texts his Mum: “Had an 
accident, been run over, on the way to 
hospital. Don

,
t worry!” I

,
m amazed at RAF 

medical services who examine, X-ray, register, 
get seen by a consultant, seen by a 
physiotherapist, issue crutches and discharge – 
within the hour. 

I can now ring Mum and tell her that her lad 
has a bruise that will heal in two or three 
days. Mum is frantic with worry following the 
text and who can blame her? Handing the 
mobile to him, I let him take the heat from 
Mum - he deserves it. 

Back to the exercise where he is greeted with 
a cheer and round of applause. Packed lunch 
then End-Ex so back to the beach for an 
hour before tea. More admin, midnight oil and 
finally bed. 

Day 7 - Fun In The Sun 
Having had four hours’ sleep the alarm 
wakes me at 0500 to go and receive the 
handover of the female staff accommodation 
block which has been shared with the CCF 
contingent on camp. Today is Water World day 
so load the vehicles and off we go for fun 
in the sun. All day fun, team pictures, then 
home. It seems a lot longer on the way back. 

Dinner in the mess and, as staff start L98A2 
training, the admin role kicks in. Final planning 
for week two, some additional admin and issues 
before away to bed. 

THE SECRET
DIARY OF A          CaMp
COMMaNdaNT

Mike
,
s

top tips:
.  Be Prepared – for anything
.  Be Flexible
.  Always have a Plan B

AGED 503/4
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Day 8 - All At Sea 
The Wave Dancer is a converted car ferry 
that looks like a large landing craft. The ramp 
at the front drops down to allow access and 
also acts as a diving board. Lunch is included 
and the boat travels along the coast stopping 
off at various places for swims and food. 

The live band on board entertains the 
passengers and a good time is had by all. 
Sounds like fun, but would the cadets enjoy 
it? Convoy to Paphos, find the boat, on the 
sun deck to claim seats and places - the 
rest as they say is history. Convoy back to 
base where the JRM stayed open for tea, 
making me wonder where the cadets put all 
this food? Then quick change for a night of 
singing at the karaoke bar. In bed before 
midnight is a bonus. 

Day 9 - A Day At The Station 
There is only one flying unit out here as a 
permanent asset. 84 Squadron fly the Griffin 
helicopter in the search and rescue role. Four 
visits to 84 Squadron to see the aircraft, meet 
the crew and pilots. Badges and posters are 
purchased by the cadets and lots of questions 
get asked and answered. 

Final task of the day is arranging to change 
Sterling into Euros. Final, final task of the  
day is the planning for Troodos mountains and 
the quiz. 

Day 10 - Take To The Hills 
The Troodos Mountains dominate the centre 
of the island and provide a welcome respite 
from the heat – it also provides an opportunity 
for some adventure training for the staff and 
cadets. Causing traffic chaos, the ageing 
Toyotas haul themselves up to Troodos Square 
where the Adjutant did a recce yesterday to 
plan an exercise around the Artemis trail. The 
views are stunning. 

Each flight has a briefing sheet, answer sheet, 
and map made from the trail brochure. As this 
contains all the answers, it has been sellotaped 
down, sealed in a bag, parcel taped up, and 
then stapled through the middle. 

If this lot can cheat and get away with it 
now, they deserve to win. While all this is 
happening, I and two cadets have an interview 
with BFBS explaining why we are here and 
what we do. Back to the hills. The drive up 
is a challenge, the views are stunning when I 
dare to look and the passengers see none of 
it as they are all fast asleep. How do they 
do that? 

Visit over and back to base. Video about the 
history of the island to prepare for tomorrow 
then cadets to tea, staff de-brief and away 
to the mess to eat. More paperwork, check on 
the cadets go-karting and then back to the 
mess for internet access and check emails. 

Day 11 - A Divided Capital
All week we have been looking forward to a 
visit to the UN in Nicosia, Europe’s last divided 
city. Nicosia Airport has not really functioned 
since 1974 following the Turkish occupation. It 
is however, the base for the UN in Cyprus and 
not all get the chance to see it. There

,
s also 

a visit to the Commonwealth War Graves and 
then out into the historic and beautiful city of 
Nicosia. 

Bed before midnight – bonus. 

Day 12 - Hot Shots 
Time to hand the running of the camp over 
to the Range Conducting Officers who have 
been working tirelessly for days getting as 
many cadets as possible through their weapons 
handling tests. Vehicles all needed so I am 
on foot – again. While all 
this was happening the 
Best Cadet of the 
Camp gets a helicopter 
flight courtesy of 84 
Squadron. 

The afternoon is 
another day of fun in 
the sun thanks to the 
Army, who invite the 
cadets on board one of 
their large landing craft 
- capable of carrying a 
battle tank, extra cargo 
or half a camp of cadets. 

Day 13 - Party On 
More weapon handling tests and then they 
come back to base for the final rounds of 
point scoring after lunch with the commandant

,
s 

inspection. 

Having addressed the troops, it
,
s party time 

and the gang pile down to JJ
,
s beach bar 

for surf, sand and sausages. Not one for 
speeches it

,
s a round of thanks and applause 

for all the staff and cadets who have worked 
so hard. 

The final presentation is to me as the camp 
gives me a station plaque as a memento. I

,
m 

touched. A tear wells up. I have 53 super 
children – who

,
s the Daddy! As the party 

winds down, I reflect on the past few days. 
What started out as a group of strangers has 
ended with a group of new friends.

Day 14 - Home Again 
Final day today. Final packing done, it

,
s down 

to the blocks for final draw down. Coach 
to the airport, through the security gates 
stopping only to be searched and the final 
adventure is the flight home. There are some 
tearful farewells and much hugging before the 
transport departs for home. 

Some four hours later I
,
m home again, 

exhausted, not very tanned and it
,
s well past 

my bedtime. There are things I need to do, 
but this time it can wait until the morning – 
or maybe the afternoon – or perhaps until the 
day after ...

.   Safety  ✓
 

.   Finances  ✓
 

.   Training  ✓
 

.   Facilities  ✓

.   Numbers  ✓

Mike
,
s

top tips:
.  Be Prepared – for anything
.  Be Flexible
.  Always have a Plan B

“What started out as a group of strangers 
has ended with a group of new friends.”
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Packing It All In ...
Devon and Somerset Wing cadets were 
out in force to support national charity 
Afghan Heroes. 

Some 100 cadets from No 1 Sector 
joined other volunteers to help pack 
more than 13,500 comfort boxes. Using 
six production lines, the volunteers got 
packing and had packed more than 
10,500 boxes on Saturday, with the 

volunteers returning on Sunday 
morning to finish the task.  

Sqn Ldr  John Heath, 
No 1 Sector CO, said: 

“We were delighted 
to help and it was 
an impressive 
achievement.  
Everyone 
involved went 
about their 
job with great 

gusto, skill and 
enthusiasm.”

Cdt Sgt Andy Tolson of 
914 (Glastonbury) Sqn with 
Denise Harris from Afghan 

Heroes

Golden Times
Cadets and staff from 2364 (Welshpool) 
Sqn will be celebrating the unit’s 50th 
anniversary in May this year.  

The unit, that first opened on 26th May 
1961, will be marking the occasion with 
a special dining-in and awards night 
on May 21st at Welshpool Town Hall 
Assembly Room and with a parade and 
church service followed by a reunion for 
all past and present squadron personnel 
the following day. 

For more information contact Ros Durrant 
at rosdurrant@btinternet.com

The Great Poppy Party
This year is the Royal British Legion’s  
90th birthday.  

To celebrate they have launched The 
Great Poppy 
Party 
Weekend 
(10th 11th 
12th June). 

For more 
information, 
visit www.
thegreat 
poppyparty 
weekend. 
org.uk

ReliGiOuS FeSTivAlS
Rama-navami: 12th apRil, hindu

Lord Rama’s Birthday is celebrated on the ninth 
day of bright fortnight of the month of Chaitra, 
(lunar calendar).  

During the eight days prior to the birth 
day, many devotees and priests recite the 
story of Rama known as Ramayana for the 
congregation and observe a fast. Lord Rama 
was born at mid-day. The celebrations and 
worship take place in homes and temples at 
mid-day. The image of infant Rama is placed in 
a decorated cradle covered with a cloth which 
is lifted at noon, as it is said to be the time of 
Rama’s birth.  Worshippers queue to rock the 
cradle.  

The celebrations involve enacting stories from 
the Ramayana and devotees sing the glories 
of Lord Rama.  He is known as the seventh 
incarnation of deity Vishnu, descended to earth 
to kill the demon Ravana. The epic Ramayana 
was written in Sanskrit by the sage Valmiki and 
has 24000 verses.  For Hindus, Ramayana is the 
model for ideal life.  

Lord Rama is an ideal example of unique 
brotherhood, an obedient son, a loving 
husband, devoted king, noble character, 
bravery, morality, justice, respect, politeness, 
generosity, selflessness, patience, tolerance, 
spirituality, wisdom, etc. in one life. Therefore, 
Lord Rama is respected as the limit of 
goodness in action in human life.

hana matsuiRi: 8th apRil, 
Japanese Festival

This is the birthday of Lord Buddha. Buddha 
(Sanskrit word) means The Enlightened One, 
or The Awakened One. His original name is 
Siddarta Gautama.  He was born in Northern 
India around the sixth to fifth century BC. He 
achieved enlightenment whilst meditating 
under the Bodhi tree in Gaya. 

He realised the Dharma - true nature of things 
– and so achieved enlightenment. He realised 
that a life of extremes would not provide the 
answer to the nature of suffering, and that the 
truth lay in the ‘Middle Way’.

Lord Buddha’s birthday is celebrated in all 
the Buddhist temples in Japan.  Sweet tea 
(Amacha) is poured over the image of an ‘infant 
Buddha’ as an expression of devotion and time 
is spent in meditation. 

Four Noble truths: 1 - Suffering exists, 2 - There 
is reason for suffering, 3 - There is a way to end 
suffering, 4 - The way is the Eightfold Path are 
the essential framework upon which Buddhist 
teachings are based. The eightfold path is: 
1 - Right Views, 2 - Right Thoughts, 3 - Right 
Speech, 4 - Right Acton, 5 - Right Livelihood, 
6 - Right Effort, 7 - Right Mindfulness, 8 - Right 
Concentration. The most important principle 
of Lord Buddha is ‘Non-violence’ in mind, word 
and action for all living beings in the world. 

This article is prepared by Dr. Tanaji Acharya, Hindu 
Advisor (London and S.E. Region), The sources of this 

article are: A Multifaith Calendar, published by the 
Festival Shop, Birmingham, Festivals of the World by 

Elizabeth Breuilly, and Hinduism by Seeta Lakhani. 

For more information contact me on
drtanajiacharya@gmail.com

Oldbury Cadets Become Face of Birmingham Veterans 

Cadets from 888 (Oldbury) Sqn have become the face 
of veterans in the West Midlands, after they were made 
members of an ex-Service association. 

The cadets are believed to be the first members of a youth 
organisation in the uk to be made official members of a Veterans’ 
association. The unit was asked to join the Federation of Birmingham 
Ex-service Associations, a committee representing over 30 different 
veteran organisations from around Birmingham, because of the 
work that cadets and volunteer staff had done on behalf of local 
ex-servicemen and women. 

The Federation, whose members include military veterans as well as 
prisoner of War and evacuee groups, normally only offer membership 
to societies supporting those who fought in the commonwealth armed 
forces and associated organisations such as the merchant navy. 

However, the Federation changed their constitution to allow the ATC, 
this year celebrating its 70th anniversary, to join after the Oldbury 
cadets began parading at remembrance events.

since the link was established, the cadets have been very supportive 
of the association - three cadets even gave up a chance to go flying 
to help out at a special dinner. Cdt Cpl Jamie Fisher said: “I don’t mind 
missing out on going flying, as I get to meet people who have lived 
amazing lives. I’ve carried banners for various regiments and groups 
like the normandy Association. It gives me a great sense of pride 
knowing what each of the veterans has done and some of their stories 
really inspire me to do my best and accomplish whatever I want.” 

John Dolphin, Chairman of the Birmingham Federation of Ex-service 
Associations spoke of his delight at the new link between the two 
parties. He said: “The young people are the future of groups such as 
ours. The squadron’s support has been amazing and they have turned 
out, immaculately dressed, to all of our parades. They are a credit to 
the Air Cadet Organisation.”

The 86 cadets of 888 sqn will be issued with individual membership 
cards, acknowledging their work for the Federation.

BOB BOWS OuT  
AFTeR 44 YeARS
Wg Cdr Bob Wilson, OC No 
3 Welsh Wing, is retiring 
in June after 44 years’ 
continuous service with 
the ACO. 

He has decided to step  
down due to ill health which,  
he says, is stopping him  
from being the Wg Cdr he 
should be.

Bob started as a cadet at 1358 
(pontardawe) sqn in April 
1967 and, during his cadet 
service, represented the Corps 
at rugby, Wales Region at all 
sports, attended the Frimley 
park Leadership Course, 
travelled to malta for summer 
camp, received his AOC’s 
Certificate of good service 
and much more.  

At the end of his cadet service 
as a CWO he transferred to 
499 (port Talbot) sqn as a WO, 
where he helped to transform 
a struggling unit into a 
dynamic squadron, winning 
many awards and accolades. 
He was commissioned after 
three years’ service and was 
asked to return to 1358 sqn. 

In 1986 he was promoted to 
Flt Lt and placed in charge of 
the squadron he had joined as 
a cadet. 

During his time as OC, the 
squadron represented the 
Region twice in the Lees 
trophy, won the regional 
Adventure Training trophy, 
the kriegie Trophy and 
the Dacre sword as well as 
boosting cadet numbers from 
20 to 45.  

After four years in charge at 
1358 sqn, he became a Wing 
staff Officer and served as 
Wing sports Officer, Wing 

public Relations Officer 
and Wing shooting Officer 
(at one time he served in all 
three posts at the same time!)  
In 1996 he was appointed 
Region Deputy sports Officer 
and later as the Wales & 
West Region public Relations 
Officer.

 In 2005 he was appointed OC 
no 3 Welsh Wing and quickly 
made his mark by introducing 
professional management 
qualifications for cadets and 
staff with the Institute of 
Leadership and management 
(he is a Fellow of the ILm) and 
reintroduced the Wing formal 
Dining in after an absence of 
more than 20 years. 

 A year later he marched 
the entire Wing through the 
ancient streets of pembroke 
and into its norman castle for 
the AOC’s inspection, which 
Air Cdre moulds publicly 
said was the “best spectacle” 
he had ever witnessed. In 
2007 he was the first to 
receive the Corps media & 
Communications Fellowship 
award at RAF Cranwell by 
the AOC, which still ranks as 
one of his most important 
honours.

During his 44 years he 
has been presented with 
three clasps to his Cadet 
Forces medal, three mayoral 
Citations, Lord Lieutenant’s 
Certificate, AOC Certificate of 
merit, queen’s Jubilee medal 
and in 2002 a Defence Council 
Letter of Appreciation.  

When asked what he will 
miss the most, Bob said 
“everything”. He added: “It 
has been an honour to meet 
so many outstanding young 
men and women and their 
dedicated staff that has 
made the past 44 years so 
enjoyable.”

Turning A Penny To Pounds ...
Cadets from 1220 (March) Sqn took 
fundraising out on the road with a 
sponsored cycle ride from March to 
Wisbech.
However, one cadet, Cdt Fs Toni Arnold, 
decided to tackle the 25-mile circuit on a 
Victorian penny Farthing cycle. 

Accompanied by sgts Luke goodall, Alex 
Ogden and simon Foster, Cpls Lauren 
Arnold and Tom Ward and Cdt James 
Lyttle, Toni pedalled from the squadron 
headquarters to the RAFA Club at Wisbech 
and back again. 

Toni said: “It was a challenge but I had a 
great team with me which made the journey 
so much easier and we have raised around 
£500 which is fantastic.”

Need Help With Funding?

Do you need help funding an 
Adventurous Training exercise this year - 
even if the expedition takes place in 2011? 

The Ulysses Trust provides financial grants 
to ATC and CCF units for Adventure 
Training exercises throughout the world. 

Last year, the Trust supported 97 
expeditions to challenging locations in 
17 countries such as Canada, Ecuador, 
Nepal, Greenland, Lesotho, Lapland, 
New Zealand, Namibia, Norway and 
most countries within Western Europe, 
donating a total of £168,000. 

However, only £60,000 has been allocated 
so far this year so, if you are planning 
an Adventurous Training exercise and 
need help with funding please visit 
www.ulyssestrust.co.uk where grant 
application details are covered.

Learning The Ropes ...

After a weekend swinging from ropes, 
navigating wire courses and crossing 
rope bridges, instructors from across 
the Thames Valley are now ready and 
qualified to work with cadets on the skills 
required to tackle Low Ropes Courses.

The European Ropes Course Association 
(ERCA) accredited training was delivered 
by Vertex Training near Corfe Castle 
in Dorset.

The weekend training 
started with 
learning the vital 
skill of safe 
operation 
before moving 
through a 
number of 
different 
types of 
exercises and 
concluding 
with written 
and practical 
assessments.
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